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Improving the Evidence Base on International Migrants Under 20 Years of Age

Sincethe2006High-levelDialogueonInternationalMigrationandDevelopment,organizedbytheUnitedNationsGeneralAssembly,andthecreationof theGlobalForumonMigrationandDevelopment,theissueof internationalmigrationhasrisenontheagendaofpolicy-makersaroundtheworld. Theincreased

demandforpolicyrelevantmigrationinformationhasexposedseriousdeficienciesin theavailabilityofbasicdataonglobalmigrationlevels,trendsandcharacteristics. Manycountriescollectdataonpersonsunder20yearsofagewhowerebornoutsidethecountryofenumerationandwhomayormaynothavethe

citizenshipof thatcountry,usuallyaspartof theirpopulationcensusor throughadministrativemeans,andat differentintervals. Whilemoreinformationonchildandadolescentmigrantshasbecomeavailablein therecentpast,harmonizedestimatesforallcountriesandareasin theworldat regularintervalsare

currentlynotavailable. Answersto basicquestions,suchasñhowmanychildrenandadolescentsareparticipatingin internationalmigration?ò,ñwhataretheageprofilesof thosemovingacrossborders?ò,ñdogirlsandboyshavethesamepropensitytomigrate?ò,andñhowdoesmigrationaffectschildrenand

adolescentsmovingacrossbordersandthosewhostaybehind?òremainelusive. TheabsenceofinformationonbasicmigrationtrendsanditsimpactsonchildrenandadolescentsseverelyhampersoneofUNICEFôsmainconcernstoensurechildren's,adolescentsôandwomenôsrightsinreceivingsocietiesregardless

ofcitizenshipandmigratorystatusaswellastheendeavorsofpolicymakersatnationalandregionallevelstodesignandimplementevidence-basedpoliciesinordertomaximizethepositiveeffectsofmigrationandtominimizeitsnegativeeffectsonmigrantfamiliesandmigrantcommunitiesoforiginanddestination.

Tofill thisvoid,UNICEFhaspartneredwiththePopulationDivisionof theUnitedNationsDepartmentofEconomicandSocialAffairs(UN/DESA)todevelopestimatesof theglobalstockof internationalmigrantchildrenandadolescents. Theseestimateswillallowpolicy-makerstounderstandthepatternsofchildand

adolescentmigrationacrosstheworldandtosupportpartnersindevelopingcountriesanddevelopedcountriestoformulatecoherentpoliciestoassuretherightsofmigrantchildrenandadolescentsinaccordancewiththe1990ConventionoftheRightsoftheChildandotherrelevantinternationalinstruments. Asa first

step,a databasewascreatedto collectallavailabletabulationsof theinternationalmigrantstockbyageandsex. TheUnitedNationsGlobalMigrationDatabasecontainsmorethan4,000tabulationsfrom230countriesor areassincethe1970s. Launchedin December2008, thedatabasehasmorethan1,000

registeredusers(see: http://esa.un.org/unmigration).

The2010roundofpopulationcensuses,currentlyunderway,is a uniqueopportunityto improvethequalityandavailabilityofgenderandagedisaggregatedmigrationdata. Throughitscountryoffices,UNICEFactivelypromotesthecollectionofpolicyrelevantmigrationinformationthroughcensusesandspecialized

householdsurveysfocusingontheimpactofmigrationonchildren. TheseactivitiesarefullyconsistentwiththereportMigrantsCount: FiveStepsTowardBetterMigrationData, publishedbytheCenterforGlobalDevelopmentin2009, whichis fullyendorsedbyUNICEF. Thispostervisualizesempiricaldataonthe

stockofinternationalmigrantsbycountryofbirthandcitizenshipcontainedintheUnitedNationsGlobalMigrationDatabaseandhighlightsopportunitiesforfurtherresearchandanalysisonchildandadolescentmigration. ThedatabasewasdevelopedbythePopulationDivisionofUN/DESAwiththesupportofUNICEF

andUNDP'sSpecialUnitforSouth-SouthCooperationandincollaborationwiththeUnitedNationsStatisticsDivision,theWorldBank,theUniversityofSussexandIPUMSInternational,UniversityofMinnesota.

International Migrants Under 20 Years of Age:  

A Global Picture 
(Latest data available)*

Notes:

* Includesforeignbornandforeigncitizens. Foreignbornreferstopersonsbornoutsidethecountryofenumeration. Foreigncitizenreferstopersonswhodonothavethecitizenshipofthe

countryofenumeration.

** Africa,Asia(excludingJapan), LatinAmericaandtheCaribbean,Melanesia,MicronesiaandPolynesia

***Europe,NorthernAmerica,Australia/NewZealand,andJapan

Theboundariesandthenamesshownandthedesignationsusedonall of thesemapsdonot implyofficialendorsementor acceptanceby theUnitedNations.
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International Migrants under 20 Years of Age:

In Developing and Developed Countries
(Latest data available)*

Developingcountries**,host a higherproportionof migrantsunder20 yearsof age. The

percentageof migrantsundertheageof 20 in developingcountriesis 19 percent,whilethe

percentageinmoredevelopedcountries***is12percent.

In developingcountriesmigrantsbetween15 and19yearsof agerepresent29percentof all

migrantsunder20yearsofage,whereasindevelopedcountries,migrantsagedbetween15and

19yearsaccountforalmost40percentofallmigrantsunder20yearsofage.
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There are relativelyfew young internationalmigrants. On

average,some36 percentof theglobalpopulationis younger

than20 years. However,only14 per centof all international

migrantsareundertheageof20.

Percentage of international migrants between 0 and 4 years of age Percentage of international migrants between 5 and 9 years of age
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Amongthemigrantsunder20yearsof age,thegroupof 15to 19yearsis thelargestgroup,accountingforsome34percentof all

migrantsundertheageof20, followedbytheagegroup10to14, whichrepresentaround26percentof thetotalmigrantpopulation

under20yearsofage, whiletheagegroups5 to9 and0 to4, represent23percentand17percentof thetotalmigrantpopulation

under20yearsofage.

Migrantsunderthe age of 20 constitutethe largestgroupof the total migrantpopulationin Africa(27%), followedby the

Caribbean,CentralandSouthAmerica(19%),Asia(17%),Oceania(15%),andEuropeandNorthernAmerica(11%).

Thereareregionalvariationsamongmigrantsunder20yearsofage. InEurope& NorthernAmerica,AfricaandOceaniathegroupof

15to19yearsrepresents39, 34and32percentof totalmigrantpopulationundertheageof20, respectively. InAsia,thegroupof10

to14yearsrepresents26percentofallmigrantsunder20, whileinLatinAmerica& theCaribbeanthegroupof5 to9 yearsaccounts

for27percentofthetotalmigrantpopulationunder20yearsofage.

Malemigrantsunder20yearsofageoutnumberfemalemigrants.

Globally,there are 95 femalemigrantsfor every 100 male

migrantsundertheageof20.

Migrantfemalesaretheleastnumerousintheagegroup15to19.

Forevery100malemigrantsagedbetween15and19, thereare

only91femalemigrants. Thenumberof femalemigrantsper100

malemigrantsfluctuatesbetween93 and97 for theotherthree

youngagegroups.

The differencesbetweencountriescan be explainedby the

uniquenatureof eachmigrationcorridor. Forinstance,migration

fromLatinAmerica&theCaribbeantotheUnitedStateshasbeen

characterizedby an over-representationof youngmalemigrants

seekingemploymentopportunities.
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