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1. Background to the Workshop
Over the last few years a focus on children’s active engagement with diverse forms of migration has emerged.
 This perspective focuses on children and young people’s positioning as social actors in diverse sets of social relations which comprise migration processes. A focus on children’s active engagement with migration thus contrasts the human trafficking narrative which dominates many a debate, since it questions children and young people’s assumed passivity in migration, and broadens the scope of the debate on ‘children & migration’ beyond a focus on the ‘sex industry’. This broader focus ranges from children’s renewed position in the household as ‘left-behinds’ following migration of parents (Asis 2006) to (mostly older) children acting as migrant workers (Camacho 1999; Huguet and Sureeporn Punpuing 2005). 
It is the premise of this workshop that a focus on children’s active engagement with migration finds its appeal only partly in observed rising levels of migration and children’s involvement in this (IOM 2005). Instead, this workshop aims to address children’s active engagement with migration as an area of dynamic interplay between a globalised, normative understanding of childhood, and conceptual and theoretical innovations developed in the social theory on childhood. Subsequently, this workshop is less concerned about numbers and magnitude of the phenomenon (although its importance is not denied), but aims primarily to explore a series of conceptual, theoretical and methodological challenges related to children’s active engagement with migration.
The International Organisation for Migration has identified Southeast Asia as an extremely mobile region (IOM 2005). Although most attention has gone out to cross-border and inter-regional migration, incidence of migration is much higher within national borders and at an intra-regional level. Current migrations in Southeast Asia are located in a social landscape of uneven development. Countries such as Singapore, Malaysia, and Thailand have left the categories of ‘developing nations’, yet, neighbouring countries like Cambodia, Myanmar and Lao PDR remain at the lower end of global rankings such as the Human Development Indicator. Moreover, national aggregate indicators hide significant internal variations across for example urban-rural, gender and ethnic divides. In addition to migration induced by uneven levels of development, migration is further induced by agendas of regional economic integration as articulated by for example ASEAN and ADB (Beeson 2005; Oehlers 2006).
 Hence, Southeast Asia is likely to remain a hot-spot of human mobility. High levels of internal and cross-border migration within Southeast Asia serve in the proposed workshop as the background for addressing a series of conceptual and theoretical questions regarding children’s active engagement with migration. 

2. Aims and Objectives of the Workshop
The proposed workshop aims to bring together researchers working on and with children & young people who are actively engaged with migration in Southeast Asia. The workshop aims to provide a platform for young researchers from Southeast Asia in particular. The invited researchers comprise more academically oriented researchers (e.g. based at universities), as well as more policy and action oriented researchers (e.g. based at NGOs). 

The ASEF Alliance Workshop Series provides an opportunity for creating an independent platform for a diverse range of researchers sharing an area of common research interest.
 The workshop aims to address the following theoretical and conceptual areas:

· Theoretical and conceptual advances on childhood: Work on the social theory of childhood is critical of traditional development psychology with its ‘emphasis on describing universal stages of psychological growth within what are assumed to be normal childhood environments’ (Woodhead 1999: 3; Burman 2000). Further, ethnographic studies on childhood as lived experiences under diverse circumstances have documented children’s agency (Corsaro 1997; Camacho 1999; Montgomery 2001). Such studies have illustrated that children must be appreciated as social actors who actively engage with diverse (and often adverse) social realities in remarkable ways, and at the same time construct meaning. Key concepts in social theory on childhood include children’s agency, generational relations and children’s rights. This workshop aims, through a focus on children’s active engagement with migration, to contribute to the understanding of childhood as a social phenomenon and children and young people as social actors in the Southeast Asian region.
· The UN-CRC, rights-based thinking, and child migration: The United Nation Convention on the Rights of the Child (UN-CRC) is regarded as one of the most successful human right treaties (Ennew 1996: 850).  It is the first international, legally binding instrument that incorporates a full range of human rights; political, social, cultural, economic and civil rights. The UN-CRC has a near universal ratification record and all Southeast Asian nations have ratified it. The UN-CRC presents a frame that urges a move away from earlier ‘needs-based approaches’ and demands a more dynamic, holistic and participatory approach to children related issues. Yet, the nearly two decades since its coming into force have illustrated that an holistic approach to children’s issues based on the UN-CRC’s three P’s (Participation, Provisioning, and Protection) has to deal with its very own set of challenges, in which maintaining a balance between the three P’s has proven to be highly delicate. Further, the UN-CRC also presents a widely accepted definition of who children are, it defines ‘the child’ as any human being below the age of eighteen.
 The Convention is thus also a statement which indicates that children are humans, yet, humans of a special kind. Human rights scholar Jacqueline Bhabha observes in this respect that childhood ‘is separate from adulthood because [it is] particularly vulnerable, and thus deserving special protection, and, at the same time similar but inferior to adulthood in its capacity for agency and entitlement to autonomy, subjecthood, and voice (Bhabha 2006: 1528). In relation to migration this leads to several dilemmas. Following the ’18 years line’ it are mostly ‘older children’ and ‘young adults’ who migrate. Although their migratory experiences may be very similar, they are subject to very different legal, but also, moral evaluations. Further, how does an individualist notion of ‘the child’ as a rights bearer which underlies the UN-CRC relate to contexts in which children are foremost seen as part of families and other social entities? Also, the Declaration of Human Rights does not include a right to immigrate and most Southeast Asian nation-states welcome migrants only selectively. In spite of this, the UN-CRC applies to all children within a States Parties’ jurisdiction, regardless of national origin or legal status. The workshop seeks to explore the scope and limitations for rights-based thinking in relation to children who are actively engaged with migration.
· Deconstructing and reconstruction the ‘categorisation’ of children and young people as migrant workers: The terms ‘independent child migrants’ and ‘victims of human trafficking’ suggest clearly distinguishable social categories. However, this is in reality hardly ever the case (Huijsmans 2008). In spite of this, the human trafficking narrative dominates discussions on children as migrant workers in Southeast Asia and has a muting effect on alternative perspectives. Therefore, this workshop aims to address some of the key debates which are often brushed over by the human trafficking narrative, such as questions about exploitation, dilemmas over children’s agency and consent, and the politics of labelling and its effect on individual children and on public representation.

· State of the art research on children’s active engagement with migration in Southeast Asia: Studies on children’s active engagement with migration in Southeast Asia are conducted by various parties (e.g. NGOs, students, academics) and for various purposes (e.g. advocacy, policy oriented research, academically oriented research). This workshop aims to bring together innovative research from across the region. 

· Researching children’s active engagement with migration: Researching children’s active engagement with migration throws up a series of dilemmas. How for example should children’s agency as documented through ethnographic or participatory approaches be interpreted and balanced against the political economy that shapes migration? How should we conceptualise and operationalise the observation that children’s and adult’s lives in most cases interact (Hart 2006)? For example, some scholars have proposed the general concept of ‘generation’  (Alanen and Mayall 2001), while others have worked with the more specific idea of an ‘intergenerational contract’ (Whitehead et al. 2007). Also, how does an adult researcher actually goes about doing research with children who are working beyond their localities (or abroad) often under exploitative conditions, and may have no or a very shaky legal position in their ‘host-country’? This workshop will shed light on innovative methods, methodological dilemmas, and ethical dilemmas when working with children who actively engage with migration.
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� See for example key publications like ‘Children and Migration’ � ADDIN EN.CITE <EndNote><Cite><Author>Whitehead</Author><Year>2005</Year><RecNum>84</RecNum><record><rec-number>84</rec-number><foreign-keys><key app="EN" db-id="pw5srt9zjrfrfiersauvzdwlxzprv59dsrw9">84</key></foreign-keys><ref-type name="Report">27</ref-type><contributors><authors><author>Ann Whitehead</author><author>Iman Hashim</author></authors></contributors><titles><title>Children and Migration: Background paper for DfID migration team</title></titles><keywords><keyword>children</keyword><keyword>migration</keyword><keyword>trafficking</keyword><keyword>policy</keyword></keywords><dates><year>2005</year><pub-dates><date>March 2005</date></pub-dates></dates><pub-location>London</pub-location><publisher>Department for International Development</publisher><urls></urls></record></Cite></EndNote>�(Whitehead and Hashim 2005)� , several articles in ‘Children’s Geographies’ (Volume 5, issue 1 / 2, 2007), and key events such as those organised by the Development Research Centre on Globalisation, Migration and Poverty at Sussex University (UK) on the theme of ‘Child Migration’. Yet, Southeast Asia has thus far not received much attention in this regards.


� ASEAN: Association of Southeast Asian Nations; ADB: Asian Development Bank.


� Most workshops in the region are organised by (international) NGOs and/or governments and tend to have the explicit aim of working towards policies and/or strategies, which often limits scope for conceptual and theoretical discussions.


� With the following exception: ‘unless under the law applicable to the child, majority is attained earlier’.
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